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(501) 682-1050 » Fax: (501) 682-1049
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PRESS RELEASE

POINT OF CONTACT: DAVID J. SACHAR
PHONE: 501-682-1050

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 7, 2012

Today the Judicial Discipline & Disability Commission issued an agreed public sanction
against 10" Judicial Circuit Judge Sam Pope. The letter of sanction and letter of
apology from the judge follow this press release and resolve a case that was pending
before the Commission. '

Judge Sam Pope has been issued an agreed unpaid suspension of 30 days in
Commission case #12-187. The case will be reviewed by the Arkansas Supreme Court
as an agreed order under Judicial Discipline & Disability Commission rule 12D and
12G. Only the Arkansas Supreme Court can impose an unpaid suspension and this
sanction will only be final after the Court's review. The video attached to the sanction
was sent to the judge and to the Arkansas Supreme Court. Additional copies are
available at the JDDC offices at 323 Center Street, Suite 1060, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Both parties wish to thank the Arkansas JLAP (Judges and Lawyers Assistance
Program) for providing helpful and necessary services to the legal profession in this
case as well as many others. www.arjlap.org

Attachments:

Exhibit A: Police Report

Exhibit B: DVD of incident (Available at JDDC office)
Exhibit C: Letter of apology from the judge

j\datathearings\pope12.18Tpress release12.187



Judicial Discipline e Disability Commission

JUDGE CHRIS E WILLIAMS 323 Center Street » Suite 1060 DAVID A, STEWART
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
CHAIRMAN Little Rock, AR 72201

(501) 682-1050 « Fax: (501) 682-1049
E-Mail: jddc@arkansas.gov

September 7, 2012

Honorable Sam Pope
Tenth Judicial District, First Division
1215 West Jefferson
Hamburg, AR 71646

Re: Letter of Suspension without Pay in case #12-187
Dear Judge Pope:

You are alleged to have committed violations of the Code of Judicial Conduct in the above
referenced case. These viclations comprise the following facts which you have agreed are true:

A. Onor about April 5, 2012 there was a confrontation in the Crossett, AR Wal-Mart.
Tenth Judicial Circuit Court Judge Sam Pope came in contact with Bill Murray who
was with the judge’s estranged wife, Gayle Zimmerman. The judge and Murray
became involved in a verbal altercation that ultimately became physical. Wal-Mart
security officers, other employees and store customers broke up the fight.

B. The Crossett Police Department received a 911 call and arrived on the scene. Judge
Pope and Billy Murray were arrested at the scene and led from Wal-Mart in
handcuffs. No charges were filed although the police report says that both Pope and
Murray were transported to the Crossett Police Department in separate vehicles.
Murray was observed to have blood on both sides of his face. Both men were
released and agreed not to press charges and no citations were issued. Murray
stated that both men referred to each other as an “ass” and then they began
fighting.

C. A police report from the incident is attached to this letter (see attachment “A”).
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D. A copy of the Wal-Mart security video shows two angles and several minutes of
footage before and after the incident. It is also attached to this letter (see
attachment “B”).

E. The incident occurs in the photo section of Wal-Mart and there are two video angles
with time stamped video. The judge appears to be pointing down an aisle in the
direction of Zimmerman and Murray as he talks with female. The female (who is
later known to be the daughter of the judge and Zimmerman) heads down the aisle.
The judge then walks down the length of the aisle to come in contact with Murray
and Zimmerman.

F. The judge appeared to begin the physical confrontation by pushing a shopping cart
and his daughter out of the way to go toward Murray in an aggressive manner. The
men engage in a fight and wind up on the floor of the store as employees and
customers try to intervene and move people and carts out of the way. Zimmerman
strikes Judge Pope in the back on/or side at least three times during the altercation.
Pope does not respond in kind. The men are separated after approximately 30
seconds of physical fighting. Three people are between the judge and Murray (his
daughter, a male store customer and Zimmerman). At that point Zimmerman comes
closer to the judge and appears to be yelling at him {audio is not available). The
judge then uses his left hand to make a move towards the front base of
Zimmerman’s neck. The parties are separated and the police arrive a few minutes
iater.

G. The judge has admitted the following facts in his responses to the JDDC:

1. His daughter, Meghan J. Pope, was the other female in the video who is present
during the genesis and duration of the fight at Wal-Mart. He stated that he
pointed out his wife and Bill Murray to Meghan. The judge followed Meghan as
she approached Murray and Zimmerman.

2. He states that he was not trying to strike his wife in the events seen in the video.
He was “flicking” the cross that was around her neck as he saw it as a statement
about Zimmerman and Murray’s relationship.

3. He did call Murray an “ass-hole” and Murray replied in kind.

4. After Murray responded with the word “ass-hole” the judge approached him and
“struck him on the shoulders with both hands open” in what the judge described
as a “hand shiver.”
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5. The judge denies that he caused the bleeding on Murray’s face. He surmises that
it must have occurred while Murray was grabbing the judge’s ankles or being
drug on the floor during the altercation.

H. The judge states In his second response:
1. That he “very much regret(s]” his conduct.

2. That he allowed his reaction to his wife’s presence and alleged infidelity to lead
him to “engage in conduct that was neither appropriate nor acceptable.”

3. He assures the JDDC that there will be no further occurrences and that he
understands the importance of upholding and promoting the integrity of the
judiciary.

The Judicial Discipline and Disability Commission (“JDDC”) determined, and you agree, that the
behavior described above violates the following sections of the Code of Judicial Conduct (the
“Code”):

RULE 1.1 Compliance with the Law
A judge shall comply with the faw, including the Arkansas Code of Judicial Conduct.

RULE 1.2 Promoting Confidence in the Judiciary

A judge shall act at ali times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the
independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety
and the appearance of impropriety.

You have agreed that a suspension without pay is an appropriate sanction. This sanction can
only be imposed by the Arkansas Supreme Court. An agreed report will be sent to the Court for
approval and imposition of the sanction on this date. Your willingness to accept that your
actions were in violation of the Code and your commitment to be more aware of the
appearance of impropriety in the future, have led the JDDCto refrain from recommending
public charges or a public disciplinary hearing in this case.

If you violate the terms below or have additional violations of the Code, the JDDC may initiate a
new investigation under the Rules of Procedure of the Judicial Discipline & Disability
Commission. The JDDC may take into consideration the agreed facts and Code violations from
this sanction as well as any non-compliance or future allegations.

The Suspension includes the following agreed conditions:

Suspension without pay for 30 days.
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Receive anger management counseling through Arkansas Judges & Lawyers Assistance Program
(JLAP).

Apology letter (see attachment “C").

The suspension is recommended to begin October 1, 2012. You have indicated that you have
cleared off docket space to make your suspension less taxing on the people and attorneys in
your judicial district. If necessary, the Chief Justice will arrange for a Special Circuit Judge for
the time of suspension. However, the date of suspension is subject to approval of the Arkansas
Supreme Court after their review per JDDC Rule 12 D and 12 G.

In view of these circumstances, it is the judgment of the IDDC that your actions justify a
recommendation of suspension without pay to the Arkansas Supreme Court. The suspension
without pay is to be for 30 calendar days, beginning on October 1, 2012, and be subject to the
conditions listed above. This public sanction constitutes adequate discipline, and no further
action, other than the remedial measures and conditions described above, is warranted.
Further discipline may occur if the JDDC finds you committed additional violations of the Code.

This Commission action is public information and will be forwarded to the Arkansas Supreme
Court for approval on this date.

Sﬁib:erely, ! |

David A. Stewart
Executive Director
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Sam Pope
Cirguit Judge
215 E, Jeffarson, # 12

Courthouse Annex

Hamburg, AR 71646
September &, 2012

Arkansas ludicial Discipline & Disabifity Commission
323 Ceriter Street, Sulte 1060
Little Rock, AR 72201

Ra: Latter of Apology
Dear Commission Mambears:

An incident accurred at Wal-Mart In Crossett, AR on April 5, 2012 between myself and my wife's
boyfriend. My wife and 1 were then and are now in the process of divorce to end a 33 year marriage.

The emotions and physical effects that arose in me as a result of our marital breakup have been difficult,
| have now sought the help of a professional counselor and would encourage anyone going through a
similar experience to do the same.

l apologize for my conduct and for any nagativa repercussions related to the Incident to those Involved
and to the public [ have served for 18 years as Clreult Judge, 1o the cther judges who ably serve the State
of Arkansas an a daily basis for any impact of my conduct on tham, and for the adverse publicity that is
an apparent by-product, of this typa incident.

I regret the incident avar oceurred, realize my conduct was not appropriate or acceptable, and promise
it will not occur again. My conduct did not rise to the level | expect of myself or othars I similar

situations,

%EZ—@%L‘

3am Pope -
EXHIBIT
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